
Situations Suggesting You Need to Hire a Yard Drainage 

Contractor 

 

A beautiful yard can quickly become a nightmare if it is prone to flooding, pooling water, or 

excess moisture. Left unaddressed, these issues can damage your landscape, create unsanitary 

conditions, and even threaten your home's foundation. While some homeowners may attempt 

to solve drainage problems independently, certain situations demand the expertise of a yard 

drainage contractor. Knowing when to call a professional can save you time and money and 

avoid significant future repairs. 

In this blog, we'll explore key scenarios in which hiring a drainage contractor is beneficial and 

necessary to preserve your outdoor space and ensure the long-term health of your property. 

Consistent Pooling Water in Your Yard 
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One of the most obvious signs you need professional help is when water consistently pools in 

specific areas of your yard, even after mild rainfall. While some puddling may be natural, 

standing water that lingers for days can indicate deeper drainage issues. This not only leads to 

waterlogged soil but also encourages the growth of mold and mildew and attracts pests. 

In some cases, pooling can result from improper grading, where your yard slopes toward your 

home instead of away from it. Fixing grading issues requires expertise in re-contouring the 

landscape to direct water flow correctly. This is where an experienced yard drainage contractor 

steps in, using their knowledge and tools to assess the root cause of the issue and offer a 

long-lasting solution. 

Water Seeping into Your Basement or Crawl Spaces 

When rainwater starts infiltrating your home, either through the basement or crawl spaces, it's 

a major red flag. Water damage to the foundation can be devastating, leading to cracks, mold 

growth, and weakening the structural integrity of your home. Many homeowners in 

Chicagoland face this challenge due to the area's heavy rainfall and often inadequate yard 

drainage systems. 

An experienced yard drainage contractor in Chicagoland can address this issue by installing 

appropriate drainage solutions, such as French drains, sump pumps, or surface drains, to 

redirect water away from your foundation. They can also waterproof basements or install 

exterior drainage solutions to prevent future flooding. 

Your Lawn is Eroding 

Erosion is not just an eyesore but a serious indicator of poor drainage. You may be dealing with 

runoff issues if your lawn or garden beds constantly lose soil, especially after heavy rain. This is 

often caused by improper landscape design, where water flows too quickly over the soil's 

surface, sweeping it away rather than allowing it to percolate into the ground. 

Hiring a drainage contractor is crucial to implementing soil stabilization techniques in such 

cases. These professionals may suggest grading solutions or install drainage systems like dry 

wells or rain gardens to slow the water flow and direct it safely away from your landscape. 

Soggy Paver Patios or Walkways 

Another common sign that you need professional drainage services is when your patio or 

walkways remain damp long after it rains. This can happen if the pavers were installed without 

proper drainage considerations or if shifts in the ground have altered the original design. 



If your paver patio contractors didn’t account for drainage needs, pooling water could seep 

through cracks and joints, weakening the foundation beneath the pavers and leading to uneven 

surfaces or loose stones. A drainage contractor can evaluate your patio and walkway drainage 

and propose solutions such as channel drains or perforated pipes to ensure water is effectively 

diverted from your hardscapes. 

Mushy Ground Underfoot 

If your yard feels mushy or spongy after a light rain, it suggests your soil is waterlogged and 

unable to drain properly. This is particularly problematic for homeowners with clay-heavy soil, 

which tends to retain moisture. Not only does a soggy lawn hinder the growth of healthy grass 

and plants, but it can also create hazardous conditions for walking or playing. 

Yard drainage services can assess your soil type and recommend solutions like sub-surface 

drainage systems or amendments to improve soil structure. These efforts will allow for better 

water absorption and drainage, making your yard a healthier and more functional outdoor 

space. 

Conclusion 

Poor drainage is not just an inconvenience; it poses a significant threat to your home’s 

landscape and structural integrity. Whether pooling water, soggy lawns, or water seeping into 

your basement, ignoring these issues can lead to costly repairs. Recognizing the signs that you 

need to hire a yard drainage contractor is the first step in protecting your property from water 

damage.  
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