
5 Things to Check Before Signing a Sublet Agreement 
as a Student 

Subletting is a great option for students who need temporary housing while studying at 

universities like Indiana University, Boston University, or Columbia University. However, before 

signing any sublet lease, it’s essential to carefully review all terms to avoid unexpected financial 

or legal problems. 

A sublet agreement is legally binding, and not reading the fine print can result in: 

■​ Unexpected rent increases 
■​ Disputes over security deposits 
■​ Lease violations leading to eviction 
■​ Hidden maintenance responsibilities 

Whether you’re looking for a semester-long sublet, summer housing for an internship, or a study 

abroad semester, understanding the lease terms can save you money and stress. 

1. Verify the Lease and Landlord Approval 

One of the biggest mistakes students make when subletting is assuming the lease allows 

subletting. Many landlords strictly prohibit subletting, and renting an unauthorized sublet can 

lead to eviction or legal trouble. 

How to Verify the Lease Agreement 

■​ Ask for a copy of the original lease to confirm whether subletting is allowed. 
■​ Check the subletting clause. Some leases allow sublets only with landlord approval. 
■​ If subletting isn’t mentioned, the tenant must obtain written permission from the 

landlord. 

On Semester Sublet, every poster must confirm they are allowed to sublet by checking a required 

box when submitting a listing. This ensures both transparency and accountability, even though 

listings are not manually verified by the platform. 

2. Understand Rent, Security Deposits & Payment Terms 



Before signing a sublet agreement, clarify all financial obligations to avoid unexpected costs. 

Key Questions to Ask About Rent & Deposits: 

■​ What is the exact monthly rent? Ensure it matches what was advertised. 
■​ Are utilities included? Some sublets include WiFi, electricity, and water, while others 

do not. 
■​ How and when should payments be made? Are payments done via bank transfer, 

Venmo, Zelle, or other secure methods? 
■​ Is a security deposit required? Some landlords charge a one-month deposit, which 

may or may not be refundable. 
■​ Are there any late fees? Check for penalties if rent is not paid on time. 

Negotiating Rent & Payment Terms​

Many subletters are flexible, especially if they need to find a tenant quickly. Consider negotiating 

rent by: 

■​ Paying a few months upfront for a discount. 
■​ Taking on a longer lease in exchange for a lower rent. 
■​ Covering utilities separately to lower the base rent. 

Transactions are handled directly between the tenant and the subletter on Semester Sublet. 

3. Inspect the Apartment & Document Existing Damages 

A common issue with sublets is that students inherit damages from previous tenants. Without 

documenting these issues upfront, you may be wrongfully charged for repairs when you move 

out. 

What to Look for During an Inspection: 

■​ Walls and ceilings: Check for holes, cracks, or water damage. 
■​ Flooring and carpets: Look for stains, scratches, or burns. 
■​ Windows and doors: Ensure they lock securely for safety. 
■​ Kitchen appliances: Confirm that the stove, refrigerator, and microwave work. 
■​ Plumbing: Run the faucets and flush toilets to check for leaks. 
■​ Pest control: Look for signs of mice, bugs, or mold. 

If you can’t visit in person, ask for a video tour via Zoom or FaceTime. 

How to Protect Yourself from Damage Charges: 



■​ Take pictures and videos of the apartment before moving in. 
■​ Send a written record of damages to the subletter and landlord. 
■​ Keep a copy of all communications in case disputes arise later. 

If you’re subletting in an older building, documenting damages is even more important to avoid 

unexpected repair charges. 

4. Clarify Lease Duration & Early Termination Policies 

Some sublets require tenants to stay for the full lease duration, while others allow early 

termination under certain conditions. If you plan to leave early, make sure you understand the 

policy. 

Important Lease Terms to Confirm: 

■​ Exact start and end dates to avoid confusion. 
■​ Early termination penalties. Some leases require 60 days’ notice before moving out 

early. 
■​ Renewal options. If you like the place, can you extend the lease? 
■​ Who is responsible for finding a new tenant if you leave early? 

For students planning to study abroad or do a summer internship, a flexible lease is often the 

best option. 

5. Define Responsibilities for Maintenance & Shared Spaces 

Who Covers Repairs & Maintenance? 

■​ Is the subletter or landlord responsible for repairs? 
■​ Who pays for cleaning if something breaks? 
■​ Are maintenance requests handled quickly? 

If you’re moving into a shared space, clarify house rules regarding: 

■​ Guests: Are overnight visitors allowed? 
■​ Noise restrictions: Are there quiet hours? 
■​ Cleaning responsibilities: Who takes care of common areas? 

Miscommunication about responsibilities can lead to roommate disputes, so it’s better to sort 

these details in advance. 



Final Checklist Before Signing a Sublet Agreement 

Must-Do Checklist Before Signing: 

■​ Confirm landlord approval for subletting. 
■​ Understand rent, utilities, and deposit terms. 
■​ Inspect the apartment and document damages. 
■​ Clarify lease duration and early termination policies. 
■​ Define roles for maintenance and shared spaces. 
■​ Get everything in writing to avoid misunderstandings. 

By following this checklist, students can secure a safe, affordable, and hassle-free sublet without 

running into legal or financial trouble. 

Find a Student-Friendly Sublet on Semester Sublet 

Finding a sublet can be overwhelming, but Semester Sublet makes it easier to search for 

short-term, student-focused listings. 

With the most listings from Indiana University and strong coverage near campuses like Boston 

University and New York University, Semester Sublet is ideal for summer interns, study abroad 

students, or anyone needing short-term housing. 

Start your search today on Semester Sublet. 

Conclusion 

Signing a sublet agreement is a major commitment, and ensuring that you fully understand the 

terms will help you avoid legal, financial, or roommate-related issues. 

Key Takeaways: 

■​ Every poster on Semester Sublet must confirm they’re allowed to sublet by checking 
a required box. 

■​ Transactions are handled directly between the tenant and subletter. 
■​ Never sign a lease without inspecting the apartment or confirming lease terms. 
■​ Avoid unsupported areas and on-campus housing, which typically doesn’t allow 

subletting. 
■​ Semester Sublet is the only recommended place to find student sublets safely and 

quickly. 

https://semestersublet.com/All-Universities


For questions or collaborations, contact us here. 

 

https://semestersublet.com/contact-us/
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